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Welcome to Issue 2, we hope you had a good half-term break and made the most of the glorious weather.
We have uploaded a video to our website www.castlehall.com >> Information >> Year 6 Transition
of Year 7 students that was made before we had to close due to COVID19, please have a look as it may
answer some questions, reassure and provide further information—you might recognise someone of too!

MEET THE STAFF
Mr Ashraf — SENDCo
As an academy our aim is to plan and implement inclusive high quality teaching that
meets the needs’ of all our students, and
builds in high expectation for all students,
including those with SEND.
The FOCUS department works collaboratively with all staff to
coordinate the provision for students with special educational
needs or disabilities. A key aspect of my role as SENDCo is supporting teachers with strategies that they can use to try and
help the students in their class achieve the very best outcomes.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
What if I get lost in school or lose my belongings?
Castle Hall will be bigger than your primary school but we aren’t a great big school, so you will
quickly find your way around. There are maps displayed on the corridors and all classrooms are
numbered. Make sure you always have your timetable which will show which classroom you need
to be in. You will need to be organised as you will move to a different classroom for each lesson.
If you can’t work it out just ask for help, there are always members of staff on the corridors at
lesson changeover who will be happy to help.
If you misplace anything such as your coat, rucksack or PE kit then visit reception at either break or
lunchtime and staff will check the lost property box for you or speak to your Head of Year. We
recommend all your belongings have your name and year group on them so they can be easily
identified.

CASTLEHALL.COM

@CASTLE_HALL

CASTLE_HALL1

CLUB OF THE WEEK
Castle Hall Singers is a popular extra-curricular club. It is open to all students and staff in the academy,
especially our new Year 7.
We rehearse over one lunchtime (don’t worry you will still have time for your lunch).
We sing in all styles and lots of different songs. We do several concerts and gigs over the academic year.
Over the past few years we have been invited to sing in local primary schools, we perform our annual
Christmas concert which is well attended, we have been asked to sing at local residential homes and
community centres.

You would be made extremely welcome at Castle Hall Singers.
I really hope to see you soon—Mrs Simons, Teacher of Music.
“The only thing better than singing is more singing.” Ella Fitzgerald.
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SUBJECT CHALLENGE
ENGLISH
In Year 7 you will develop the skills you have learnt in your primary school and build
on those in English. Straight away we will be working on the amazing summer read
‘Flamingo Boy’ by Michael Morpurgo, this means you will already come to Year 7 full
of knowledge and ideas about this book. We also study two set texts in Year 7: A
Monster Calls by Patrick Ness and The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas; studying full novels
gives you a chance to really explore the ideas and themes in them and look at the
background information of each era they are set in to support your analysis and
understanding.

Not only do we read full novels we also study the history of the English Language and
read extracts from authors like Chaucer and Shakespeare to help us understand how
language has changed and developed and what great writers of the past were
creating for the readers of their times and also today. To build on this knowledge we
explore the full play of Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare and get to grips with
the world and language of Shakespeare. Linked to The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas and
the study of World War II we explore the play War Horse by Michael Morpurgo (who
you are familiar with from your summer read ‘Flamingo Boy’).
As you can see you get to explore a lot of different types of literature across the last
1000 years! You will be able to bring your knowledge from Primary school and apply it
to your studies seamlessly and enjoy a deep understanding of our English Language
and its Literature.
We look forward to seeing you in September.
The CHA English Team.

Challenge
Word Mania
How many words can you make
from the word ‘Carousel’? e.g. car
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